
 

                                                                                                                                                         

February 2012:  Newsletter No. 333  
 

Welcome to a new Tauranga Orchid Society Year! 
                                                        

 Vale: James Bruce Irwin,  17.11.1921 --  4.1.2012 
 

 We are sad to inform you of the passing away of Bruce Irwin on Wednesday, January 4 after a short 

stay in hospital. 

 

Bruce was that quiet, knowledgeable gentleman, who knew so much about orchids and especially 

native orchids….when you asked him! Bruce had been a work horse within the society; designing 

and constructing prize-winning displays for national Orchid Shows; developing and slaving away 

with the ‘gang of four’ to form the orchid section of Te Puna Quarry Park; assisting in the 

development of the Iwitahi Native Orchid Reserve: and of course growing and sharing his own 

special collection of orchids and bamboos.   

 

He was also well known for his production of home brew (sometimes of dubious quality) and his 

scary driving. (Bruce was always watching out for interesting plants, well away from the road.)  

 

A large group of family, relatives and friends gathered at his funeral on January 7 to farewell, 

celebrate, and to hear wonderful stories of Bruce’s life, including his dedication over 12 years in the 

co-production of The Oxford Book of New Zealand Plants, with Bruce’s painstaking drawings and 

paintings covering the life-cycle of each plant. 

 

His absolute love of native plants and especially native orchids from the age of 17, with field trips 

taking him to every corner of New Zealand, culminated in his finding a new variety of Pterostylis 

and having it named after him – P. irwinii, and another he discovered with a friend - P. irsoniana. 

 

Bruce was given the John Easton Award in 1997, a life membership by the TOS; and in 2000 he was 

awarded the Allan Mere Award by the NZ Botanical Society - presented to an “outstanding 

botanist”. In 2007 a coffee-table book, Bruce Irwin’s Drawings of New Zealand Orchids, was 

published by the Native Orchid Group – 765 pages that collected the best of his work. 

 

Bruce, we salute you, we thank you for sharing your knowledge and your skills, and for being a 

great friend and society member. You will be very sadly missed.                Barry Curtis, President 

                                                                                                                         . 

  
 

Vale: Patricia Elms 
 

We note the sudden passing of Patricia Elms on New Year’s Day, while on holiday with Ken in 

South Africa. Patricia has been very involved in orchids over many years as a grower, judge and 

Orchid Council member, giving her time and knowledge to clubs all over the country. Her last visit 

to our meeting was in 2008. Our thoughts are with Ken and family at this very sad time.                                     

Natalie Simmonds, Secretary 

 

  

 

Evening Meeting:  November 15  
 

Our speaker for the night was Grahame Leafberg who presented a Powerpoint on Sarcochilus, 

gathered from four breeders. These growers – Grahame and 3 Australians, including David Butler of 

Green Vista Orchids – had combined their photos of parent plants and the progeny.   

 



To see this array of plants in one slide show was a wonderful way 

to appreciate the huge variety that arises from cross breeding and 

the amazing outcomes. The range of colours now available from 

the inter-breeding was stunning and we were so pleased to be able 

to see these plants in the selection that Grahame brought to the 

evening. There were also very many happy buyers taking home 

new treasures for their collections. 

 

Grahame also discussed the virtues and 

the methods of growing Sarcs on slabs. 

The main group of plants – hartmannii, 

fitzgeraldii, falcate and Fitzhart – all 

naturally grow on rocks and cliff faces, 

liking low light conditions, whereas the 

twig epiphytes now being used in 

breeding, grow higher in trees among the branches and prefer a brighter 

light. So look into the breeding of your new colours to find preferred 

growing conditions. 

 

Generally, Sarcs love ponga slabs, 

happily growing on them for 20-30 

years, but they will also attach themselves to kwila, jarrah, cork 

and even the mat side of tiles. The ideal time to do this is spring, 

when the plants have plenty of warmth to push out new roots to 

lock onto the surface. Grahame cuts off old and damaged roots 

and  places the plant directly on the surface of the slab, covers the 

roots with moist sphag moss and holds everything in place with a 

square of coconut fibre. (A piece of old pantyhose will do fine.) 

Tie everything firmly in place to stop any movement and leave the 

plant for several days before you begin watering every second 

day. 

 

This watering technique is the one that he follows with all his Sarcs over the warmer months, 

increasing the interval as the weather cools, until every 6 –14 days in mid-winter. As he feeds with 

each watering, Grahame feels fertiliser strength should be kept weak (Wand measure of 4-5.)  

 

He also kindly provided his personal seedling mix, used when he deflasks his seedlings – 6 parts no. 

2 bark, 1 part pumice (no. 2) and 1 part vermiculite. On his first repotting he moves them into no. 3 

bark + pumice and no. 3 coconut fibre chunks. 

 

Many, many thanks, for such an interesting and absorbing evening, Grahame. Your preparation was  

exceptional, your knowledge was vast, your plants beautiful and your growing tips were just what 

we wanted.                                                                                              The Editor. 

 

 

Sarcanthinae: The subtribe Sarcanthinae has 86 genera – of these Phalaenopsis, Ascocentrum, Sarcochilus 

and Vanda are all epiphytic (grow on other plants but do not feed on them), and monopodial in growth, (plant 

arises from a single stem) with no pseudobulbs. 

Sarcochilus: There are about 12 species, mostly confined to Australia, but we do have one in New Zealand – 

Sarc adversus, with tiny clusters of green flowers marked with red. The name has been changed to 

Drymoanthus adversus. 

                                                                                     From The NZ Orchid Grower by I D James.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

November Day Meeting 2011 
 

Our club always looks forward to a visit to Eric & 

Vorrei’s wonderful garden, and once again a large 

group attended.  After our usual cuppa and chat to 

catch up with everyone’s latest news, we moved out 

into the garden. 

  

There had been early rain but it had cleared to a warm 

and humid day as we wandered through the spacious 

grounds, admiring the massed plantings, statues, 

plaques, art works and wonderful trees. How 

magnificent a mature tree looks when given the space 

to grow to its natural shape. 

Eventually we ended our meanderings at Eric’s orchid house – 

and admired his fabulous phallies, house plants and other 

orchids. So much to see, admire and desire. Yes! Some of 

Eric’s plants changed ownership, and we hope to see them 

along at future club nights. 

 

It is always a joy to visit. Thank you so much Eric and Vorrei 

for your hospitality and the opportunity to share your amazing 

property

.                                                      

 

**************** 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Popular Vote: 
 

Elizabeth Bailey Onc. eurycline    1
st         

(photo right) 

   Den. Chinsai x Yachico   – 

 

Wilma Fitzgibbons Trichopilia tortilis   2
nd

= 

 

Diane Hintz   Cym. canaliculatum   2
nd

= 

                var.sparkesii 

 

Barry Curtis  Paph. Mem. Paul Sheldon  - 

 

Display Plants: 
* = Note correct &/or new name.  [?] = Not identified 

 

 Barry Curtis  Sarco. fitzgeraldii  (‘Red Eye’ x ‘Lorraine’) 

   Cym. devonianum 

Paph. Malibu (insider) x Barbara Freed 

Saltzman [?] 

   Cattleya/Laelia ??   (ex Roy Harris)   

Sarco. fitzgeraldii 

   Sarco. Heidi ‘Mushroom’ x Melody ‘Cassie’ (= Sarco. Nabiac)* 



 

Jan Missen  Sarco. Lois  L. sincorana x B. digbyana  (= Bl. Hatsume Tatsuka)* 

 

 Elizabeth Bailey Phal. Malibu Nova   

Phal. Gellets (special)   [?] 

   Sarco. Cherie    

Sarco. Cherie x Star Struck 

   Soph. coccinea   

Den. hainanense 

   Lc. Mona Pink ‘Hiromi’  

Cym. Cricket x pumilum  (= Cym. Penny Serenade) * 

 

Avis Currie  Den. Yukidaruma ‘The King’   

Sarco. Dorrigo ‘Million to One’ 

   Den. Hambuhren Gold x Yukidaruma ‘The King’ 

   Den. Florafest’s Mini King x Yukidaruma ‘The King’ 

   Slc. Jewel Box x Slc. Anzac ‘Orchidhurst’  (= Slc. Anzac Jewel)* 

   Unknown orchid 

 

Wilma Fitzgibbons Sarco. Elise ‘Almost Plum’ x fitzgeraldii ‘Dark Red’ 

   Angraecum equitans            

Ascofinettia Petite Bouquet 

   Cattleya intermedia ‘Striata’          

 Lycaste unknown – cream, pink throat 

   Cymbidium Parish Fire ‘Royal Ruby’ x devonianum 

 

Diane Hintz  Sarco. Velvet ‘Cool Dude’ x hartmannii  

Sarco. Star Struck 

   Sarco. fitzgeraldii ‘Ring of Fire x Fizzy Dove  

Sarco fitzgeraldii ‘Woolf’ 

   Sarco. Elise ‘Plum’ x Velvet ‘Ruby’   

Sarco. Melody x Melba 

   Sarco. Aussie Weinman x Snowhart   

Sarco. Kirra-Lea   

   Sarco. Fitzhart x Fairy (= Sarco. Magenta)* 

   Epi. Yellow Short  [?]     

Epilaelia Seagulls Finch * 

   Cym. canaliculatum  (x2)    

Cym. Sweet Devon ‘Allie’ 

   Asco. Tan Chai Beng Royal Blue  [?] x Meda Arnold 

   Epi. Pacific Eclipse x Venus Piars [?] 

 

 


